I would give up Turkey for Egypt. I want to ride a camel!  Istanbul and Ephesus are on a lot of cruise itineraries. We could do those on another cruise. I think I shortchanged Greece and would love the opportunity to see more of Greece and Istanbul, etc. on a future cruise. 

I also like the idea of perhaps spending a day or so in Madrid and then riding the train to Barcelona. It is 324 miles from Madrid to BCE. There is a bullet train that goes 217 MPH and does the trip in 2 hours and 43 minutes!!! I suppose the scenery is a blur however.
From: Blm2067@aol.com [mailto:Blm2067@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2008 3:51 PM
To: EMTOwen@aol.com; Herrin, Barbara; rdlee56@comcast.net; raherb@mindspring.com
Subject: Re: New Cruise Idea
 

Oooooh.  That sounds like fun!  I like the itinerary since it does not stop in Rome and includes Barcelona.  It does not stop in Turkey, however.  November of next year, eh?  Hmmm-mm.  I like it.
  
 
In a message dated 10/15/2008 3:16:55 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, EMTOwen writes:
Ladies  - I am not sure I can commit to this since I am semi-committed for a big cruise in January, 2010.  Plus, I have my last trip with Caitlin for May 2010.  
 
Barb, this trip does sound like fun.  But just to mix it up a bit, I did find another one that might be fun.  It is Royal Caribbean (which are just a smidge below Celebrity) that you can see on this page:
http://www.royalcaribbean.com/findacruise/cruiseDetails/itineraryAndPricing.do;jsessionid=0000TckrtRWT-66T_Tlbiwzcsg0:12hdhua36?packageCode=BR12M092&date=200910&selectedCurrencyCode=&promoType=&hasSenior=&hasMilitary=&state=
They do have a Royal Suite which has 2 bedrooms.  The Royal Family Suite goes for $4599/pp for the first two and then $599/pp for 3rd and 4th.  I am not sure if it can be done, but if we had the 5 again, it would be $2199/pp before taxes and port charges.  Here is the description of the Royal Family Suite:
Amenities:  Two bedrooms with twin beds that convert to queen-size beds (one room with third and fourth Pullman beds), two bathrooms (one with shower, one with bathtub), living area with double sofa bed, private balcony, and concierge service. (533-586 sq. ft., balcony 139-193 sq. ft.)
If there are 2 bedrooms with twin/pullman beds (4 people) and a double sofa bed (1 person), I don't see why we cannot fit everyone into one room!  It is more than double the size of the rooms we had on Celebrity and the balcony is HUGE.  Barb - can you ask Louise?
This one also sails in/out of Barcelona!  We could fly into Madrid and train to Barcelona (that was for you, Reba).  And, it has 3 days at sea (and another counting Athens if you don't want to get off). 
 
